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Only a little over 2% 

of a Forward 

Township property 

ownerôs real estate 

tax goes to fund 

township services. 

The Township and its 

engineer have been 

working with the PA. 

Department of 

Environmental 

Protection on this plan 

since 2007. 

Township Supervisors:       David Lamperski, Chairman Paul L. McElhinny, Sr. Mark M. Wilson 
 

      At its December 2010 

meeting the Board of 

Supervisors approved the 

townshipôs 2011 budget.  

There will be no increase 

in local tax rates for 2011. 

However, the national 

economic recovery has 

proven to be much slower 

and more fragile than 

most experts had 

predicted.  The federal 

and Pennsylvania state 

budgets are facing 

massive deficits.  The 

local unemployment rate, 

although lower than some 

 

Townshipõs Sewage Plan Updated 

Act 537 Plan: 

On June 25, 2010, the 

Pennsylvania Department 

of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) 

approved the Townshipôs 

Act 537 Sewage Facilities 

Plan Update (Act 537 

Plan).  This was a 

milestone achievement for 

the Township, as the 

township and its engineer 

have been working with 

DEP on this plan since 

late 2007.  

Forward Township was 

required to prepare and 

adopt this Act 537 Plan to 

surrounding areas, 

remains high.  It was with 

these facts in mind that 

the administration 

examined the 

communityôs needs and its 

projected revenues to 

develop a plan that would 

meet as many of those 

needs as possible.    

     There is some good 

news to report.  Real 

estate tax, earned income 

tax, local service tax 

revenue to the township is 

expected to remain stable.  

It has been many years 

since the local portion of 

the real estate tax has 

been raised. At present, a 

Forward Township land 

owner pays 2.78 mills to 

support the township 

budget while a total of 

23.63 mills is paid to 

Butler County and another 

100 mills goes to the 

Seneca Valley School 

District.  Thus, at the 

present time a little over 

2% of a Forward 

Township property 

ownerôs real estate tax 

goes to fund local public 

services (cont. on p.2).   

address sewage needs in 

the Route 68 and Mars-

Evans City Road 

corridors, as well as the 

township as whole.  The 

alternative chosen by 

Forward Township in the 

plan is to implement a 

Voluntary Sewage 

Management Program 

and more stringent Small 

Flow Treatment Facility 

(SMTF) monitoring 

requirements.   

Documented on-lot 

malfunctions were noted 

in the Seneca Lane area 

of the Township and this 

area is to be served by 

public sewers within three 

years.  The area of Birch 

Street, Glennwood 

Avenue, and a portion of 

Mars-Evans City Road is 

to be served by public 

sewers within five years.  

All of these areas will be 

served by the Evans City 

Water and Sewer 

Authority under the terms 

of a service agreement in 

place with the Township.  

The remainder of Forward 

Township will be 

monitored and sewer and 

treatment alternatives will 

be developed as the need 

arises. (conôt. on p. 2) 

 

Townshipõs 2011 Budget 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

such as snow removal, road 

maintenance, and other 

public services. Unlike the 

situation facing the state 

and federal governments, 

Forward Township carries 

no long-term debt at the 

present time.   

     However, it is also 

evident that rising prices of 

supplies, labor, insurance, 

and administrative costs are 

increasing pressure on our 

annual budget. In addition, 

largely unfunded mandates 

originating in Harrisburg and 

Washington are constantly 

being added to the 

township's responsibilities. 

The amount of financial 

support from the federal and 

Proposed 2011 Budget (cont. from p. 1) 

Key milestones and implementation dates included in the approved plan are as 
follows: 
 

¶ Implementation of new SMTF requirements   July 2010 

¶ Begin sewage management program mailings       Fall/Winter  2010-11 

¶ Action on the formation of a sewer authority   June 2012 

¶ Public sewer service for Seneca Lane    July 2013 

¶ Public sewer service for Glennwood/Birch/Mars-  July 2015 
Evans City Road areas 

As existing on-lot septic systems and SMTFs fail and/or as growth and 
development dictate, the Township through a new sewer authority will be 
forced to install a public sewer system and sewage treatment plant in the 
Township to address these multiple issues.   

Township Sewage Plan Updated (cont. from p. 1) 

state in terms of grants 

and turn-backs has been 

shrinking and is likely to 

continue to do so for the 

foreseeable future. 

These factors are creating 

an untenable situation in 

terms of the townshipôs 

ability to meet the needs 

of its residents. 

     Regardless, the 

Township government is 

still responsible for 

providing a wide range of 

services to its constituents 

and planning for the future 

of the township. 

     The public can examine 

a series of graphs that 

provide information on the 

townshipôs 2011 projected 

revenues and expenditures 

by visiting our website at 

www.forwardtwpbutlerco.us  

 

 

Details of the Forward 
Township  2011 Budget can 
be viewed at: 

www.forwardtwpbutlerco .
us 
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 Township Trivia:   

1. How many miles of roads within Forward Township? 

2. Who is the Emergency Management Coordinator for Forward Township? 

3. For whom is Forward Township named? 

Answers are available on the townshipôs website:  www.forwardtwpbutlerco.us 

http://www.forwardtwpbutlerco.us/
http://www.forwardtwpbutlerco/
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On-Lot Septic System Monitoring and Maintenance 

 

When septic systems are 
properly designed, 
constructed, and 
maintained, they can 
effectively reduce or 
eliminate most human 
health or environmental 
threats posed by household 
wastewater. 

The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
recommends that you 
should have your septic 
system inspected by a 
qualified professional once 
every 3 years.   The 
Supervisors recommend 
that you retain the receipts 
for such inspections. 

 

Charles and Carl (our road 
crew) would like to remind 
all residents that the 
4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ-of-way 
extends 16 feet from the 
centerline of the roadway.  
Please move refuse and 
recycling bins away from 
the side of the road as soon 
as possible after pickup.  
Remember, plowing throws 
snow a considerable 
distance.  Keeping our 
roads open during winter 
storms is not an easy task.  
,ÅÔȭÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÕÒ ÇÕÙÓ ÂÙ 
keeping the roadside clear.  
The snow has to go 
somewhere!  

As you know, the vast 
majority of Forward 
Township residents are 
served by individual on-lot 
septic sewer systems.  
When septic systems are 
properly designed, 
constructed, and 
maintained, they can 
effectively reduce or 
eliminate most human 
health or environmental 
threats posed by 
household wastewater. 
 
Septic systems need to be 
monitored and maintained 
to ensure they work 
properly throughout their 
service lives.  A key 
reason to maintain your 
septic system is to save 
money!  Failing septic 
systems are expensive to 
repair or replace.   

 

Your system will need 
pumping depending 
upon the number of 
people that live in your 
house and the size of 
your system.  Also, 
having your septic 
system inspected 
regularly can head off 
issues before they 
become expensive 
problems to fix.   
 
The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
recommends that you 
should have your septic 
system inspected by a 
qualified professional 
once every 3 years and 
your tank pumped as 
recommended by the 
inspector once every 3 
to 5 years.   

A tank inspection will 
focus on the sludge 
and scum layers in the 
tank.  If the bottom of 
the surface (top) scum 
layer is within 6 inches 
of the bottom of the 
tank outlet OR the top 
of the bottom sludge 
layer is within 12 
inches of the top, your 
tank needs pumped. 
 
More information on 
septic tank 
maintenance is 
available on the 
townshipôs website: 
www.forwardtwpbutler
co.us 
 

Township Road Report 

     One of the most vital of 
those services provided by 
the Township is road 
maintenance and 
improvement.  This effort is 
becoming a greater 
challenge as it appears 
that the amount of traffic 
using our roads (especially 
through-traffic) is 
increasing as the 
population and economic 
activity in the southern part 
of the county expands. In 
addition, the financial 
support of the state and 
federal governments in the 
form of shared revenues 
(the liquid fuel tax) and 
other potential grant 
opportunities designated 
for road maintenance and 
improvement is dwindling.   

For example, the Township 
received over $130,000 in 
2008 from the state in the 
form of form of liquid fuels 
tax grants.  Last year 
(2010) that figure fell to 
just under $123,000.  In 
response to these factors 
the Township 
administration budgeted an 
additional $70,000 for road 
maintenance/improvement 
and $60,000 for snow 
removal supplies in the 
2010 General Fund. 
     In keeping with the 
Townshipôs road 
management program 
Rader School Road was 
paved with a new asphalt 
surface at a cost of almost 
$140,000. Several other 
roads received a coating of 
tar and chips to improve 
their surface.    

     The 2010 budget 
was also hit with 
unanticipated 
expenses. The heavy 
snow fall during 
February and early 
March resulted in 
higher than 
anticipated 
expenditures for 
plowing and anti-skid 
materials.  Several 
severe storms over 
this past summer 
caused major wash 
outs on roads in 
various locations in 
the township that 
required substantial 
repairs.  The 
Townshipôs two man 
road crew did an 
outstanding job in its 
response to these 
challenges.   
(cont. on p. 4) 

http://www.forwardtwpbutlerco.us/
http://www.forwardtwpbutlerco.us/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

     Recognizing the need 

to deal with serious and 

growing problems of 

extensive damage from 

uncontrolled stormwater 

runoff, the Pennsylvania 

General Assembly 

enacted Act 167.  This law 

was enacted because 

inadequate management 

of accelerated runoff of 

stormwater resulting from 

development throughout a 

watershed increases flood 

flows and velocities, 

contributes to erosion and 

New Stormwater Management Plan 

Their regular routine of 

plowing, mowing, ditching, 

downed tree removal, and 

road equipment 

maintenance took place 

despite increased 

budgetary pressures.  

For 2011, it is clear that 

the maintenance and 

repair of many of the 

townshipôs road will 

continue to be a major 

challenge.  The 2011 

budget includes funding 

Township Road Report (cont. from p. 3) 

Forward Township 

207 Ash Stop Road 
Evans City, PA.  16033 

 
PHONE: 

(724)-538-9251 
 

FAX: 
(724)-538-9251 

 
E-MAIL: 

forwardtownship 
@zoominternet.net 

 

Weôre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.forwardtwpbutlerco.us 

 

charged by law with the 

development of a county-

wide storm water 

management plan to 

address the goals 

contained in Act 167.  

Butler County, after many 

months of work and public 

hearings, prepared their 

plan and submitted in to 

the Department of 

Environmental Protection 

(DEP) for review and 

approval.  The County 

expects approval of this 

plan by December of 

2010. 

sedimentation, overtaxes 

the carrying capacity of 

streams and storm 

sewers, greatly increases 

the cost of public facilities 

to carry and control 

stormwater, undermines 

floodplain management 

and flood control efforts in 

downstream communities, 

reduces groundwater 

recharge, and threatens 

public health and safety.        

Accordingly, each county 

in Pennsylvania was 

for a part-time additional 

road worker during the 

summer maintenance 

program.  It also calls for 

the lease/rent of additional 

road equipment to support 

an increased effort to 

improve the drainage 

along townshipôs roads. 

Also, in compliance with 

federal and state 

regulations the Township 

recently completed an 

inventory and inspection 

of all of its road signs and 

is in the process of 

developing a plan to 

replace those that do not 

meet the requirements set 

forth in those regulations 

and those that are 

missing.  Finally, those 

roads in most need of 

repair will be addressed in 

accordance with the 

Townshipôs road 

maintenance plan and its 

financial resources.    

 

Economic Development in the Township 

Forward Township has emerged 
as one of the hubs of the current 
development of the Marcellus 
Shale gas industry in Western 
Pennsylvania. This fact could 
result in significant growth for our 
local economy and job 
opportunities for our residents.  
There are also several concerns 
that come with the process of 
drilling deep wells and extracting 
this natural resource. The 
Townshipôs administration has 
initiated a policy that encourages 
such development while providing 
responsible oversight that will 
protect the interests and assets of 
our community. 
   

In an effort to provide information 
about the current status of this 
activity in the township, we 
contacted Rex Energy, which has 
established a major presence here, 
for some information on their current 
operations, their immediate plans, 
and their commitment to our area.  
In response, officials in their State 
College headquarters and Butler 
branch office provided an article that 
addresses those items. To 
summarize some of the main points 
of that article, Rex Energy has 
ñdrilled 15 wells, fracture stimulated 

8 wells, and commissioned our first 
cryogenic processing plantò in 2010.       

Furthermore, ñWith 65% or $71.3 
million of Rexôs 2011 Appalachian 
capital budget allocated to operations 
in Butler County, Rex looks forward to 
signing a second full-time rig and 
starting construction on a second 
cryogenic plant.ò  At present, Rex 
directly employs 10 Butler County 
residents in its local organization and 
utilizes as many as 35 sub-contractors 
and suppliers in site preparation, 
drilling, and well servicing operations. 
In addition, Rex assures our residents 
that it is committed to standards and 
practices that protect the environment 
and assure safe operations.  The 
entire article from Rex is available on 
the townshipôs web site.    

Annual 

Community 

Clean-Up Day 

Saturday, May 7
th

 

at the  

Forward Township 

Building 
More information 

available on 

township website 



 
 

 
  

 
Environmental  

Engineers, 
Scientists  

and Consultants 
 

Wastewater Collection/Treatment 
Drinking Water Supply/Treatment 

Vulnerability Assessments 
Financial Modeling 
Utility Management 

 
Offices nationwide www.pirnie.com 

Thomas Hartwig, P.E. BCEE 
Manager, Western PA Office 

1603 Carmody Court, Suite 403 
Sewickley, PA.   15143 

724/934-4387 

JAMES A. NELSON 

Nelson Financial Services  

1525 Evans City Road 

Evans City, PA  16033 

Office:  (724) 538-4670 

james.nelson@lpl.com 
 

Independent Wealth Management 

Estate Planning 

Client portfolio management 
       Insurance 

 

   Areas of Focus:  Investment, Insurance and Estate Planning 

 

James Nelsonôs wealth management philosophy is éListen to your financial concerns; review 
your current financial position; discuss potential obstacles to your financial success; discover 

opportunities to work towards your goals; analyze your needs and develop a strategy to 

pursue them and conduct annual reviews. 

Securities and Investment Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC 
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BASF Corporation 

Inorganic Life Science Chemicals  
Evans City Site 

1424 Mars-Evans City Rd 
Evans City, PA 16033 

www.inorganics.basf.com 

http://www.pirnie.com/
mailto:james.nelson@lpl.com
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